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Uncovering the facts on how decentralized energy access helps power the SDGs  

About this Report  

One of the biggest gaps identified by the decentralized renewable energy (DRE) sector is access to
quality information and data-driven models for decision making. Governments considering electricity
access interventions lack a standardized model to weigh the trade-offs and timeliness of various
electrification options and may, unintentionally, make choices that actually reduce the net benefits
of electricity to the energy poor.  

Decision makers lack a framework through which to assess the foregone or delayed social,
development benefits or dividends of turnkey energy access via DRE. In our 2016 point of view,
Decentralized Renewables: The Fast Track to Energy Access, Power for All expands on this concept of
the Energy Access Dividend (EAD), which we define as the opportunity cost of over-dependence on
slow, traditional, centralized approaches to electrification while overlooking the ability of DRE to
radically accelerate the access timeline.  

Understanding the costs of delayed energy access must be rooted in a thorough understanding of
energy access’s critical relationship to the unlocking of so many other, broader benefits - or
sustainable development goals (SDG) - such as poverty reduction, food security, sustainable
agriculture, equitable quality education, gender empowerment, productive employment and climate
change preparedness. Power for All’s Platform for Energy Access Knowledge (PEAK) is a critical tool
for easily exploring and connecting such critical evidences. Through exploring the best available
literature PEAK’s researchers have prepared a series of short, sharp, synthesized fact sheets that help
users clearly understand these relationships.  

Our Energy Access Dividend compendium, powered by PEAK, draws out the clearest data points by
articulating the direct relationship between decentralized energy access and some of the most
critical SDGs. This is a living compendium -- as new data becomes available we will update factsheets
accordingly.      
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